




  

   

MOST LIKELY
By Kristin McGraw

BelleÕs story begins in an all too 
familiar way.  She was abandoned along 
with a Collie companion, Trilby, when 
their owner moved to Montana and 
never returned.  The Collies were left 
with people who had no intention of 
keeping the deserted dogs.  A local 
animal shelter directed them to SCR, 
and AC Chris Harmon started the rescue 
in motion.  She called on faithful SCR 
volunteer Mark Allen for help and they 
discovered an all too familiar situation.  

Belle and Trilby had been kept 
outside in a yard unfit for animal or 
human.  There was no grass, only dirt, 
which was littered with broken glass 
and assorted sharp junk.  Trilby was 
filthy and matted with a badly sun-
damaged nose; Belle looked a little bit 
better.  Despite these deplorable 
conditions, both sweet Collies happily 
showered their rescuers with Collie 
kisses.  Mark and his wife Ann took 
Belle as a foster.  Shortly after taking 
her in, they noticed her limping.  X-
Rays revealed tragic news Ð an area in 
BelleÕs right shoulder looked 
suspiciously like bone cancer. 
Subsequent radiographs over the next 
few months exhibited progression of the 
condition, which convinced the vet that 
Belle did indeed have bone cancer. 

Mark and Ann tried to mentally prepare 
for the inevitable.  Yet something kept 
them awake at night: both of BelleÕs 
bone biopsies yielded inconclusive 
results.  Belle most likely had cancer. 
Not definitely.  Mark asked SCRÕs 
permission to take Belle, at his expense, 
to an oncology specialist in San Diego. 
Dr. Blair Burke reviewed BelleÕs 
radiographs and found them indicative 
of bone cancer.  Yet MarkÕs account of 
BelleÕs condition and behavior didnÕt 
match the pattern for bone cancer, so Dr. 
Burke ordered several sets of 
specialized tests.  Ultimately the tests 
revealed a fungal infection of the bone, 
called Valley Fever.  Sweet relief! Chris 
set up BelleÕs treatment with Dr. Peter 
Lippincott in Pasadena where it 
continues today.  

BelleÕs on the upswing now; she no 
longer limps and seems to have no more 
pain. She can go for walks again.  
Radiographs continue to show a 
stronger bone.  All the love and 
attention showered on her by the Allens 
and their four rescue Collies 
undoubtedly helps Belle heal faster. 
Now BelleÕs all Collie smiles, all 
because her faithful guardians wouldnÕt 
take most likely for an answer.
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Happy 15th Birthday SCR!

Newsletter design and editing by 
Mark Allen (cycler48@verizon.net)
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Dolores Ellis

  LA/San Gabriel Valley

The holidays were filled with warm 
times and wonderful family moments.  
They were also filled with a never 
ending supply of homeless collies. Just 
as soon as one was adopted, another 
popped up in a shelter or was left 
homeless by an owner who could no 
longer care for them.  Such is the life of 
someone involved in rescue.

I have lost a couple of special dogs 
since the holidays.  It is hard sometimes 
to pick up the pieces and go on.  Willow 
touched our lives for such a short time, 
and it was a hard loss.  She was nursed 
by Dick and Brian, who gave their all, 
but in the end, all the love and care we 
gave in a few short months, was not 
quite enough to get her past the cancer 
that riddled her body.  

Now I have lost little Ben, who was 
returned to SCR when his beloved 
owner died.  If anyone ever doubts how 
important our foster network is to us, let 
me tell you that Ben had the best life he 
could under the watchful eye of his 
foster Mom, Lynndi.  She cared for him 
as she would her own, and in the end, 
when his liver failed, she was there to 
hold him and hug him and let him know 
that he was loved.  He now joins his 
beloved owner at the Rainbow Bridge 
and we are left to pick up the pieces of 
our hearts and go on and help the next 
collie without a home.

These are just two of the wonderful 
foster homes that I have worked with 
over the years.  To say that they are 
indispensable is not saying enough.  We 
always need more dedicated volunteers 
like this.  If you have time to spare, pick 
up the phone and give your local Area 
Coordinator a call.  It may be the best 
thing you ever do for yourself.

   Sue Baldwin
        Orange County AC Report 

FREE TO A GOOD HOME!  
This statement is a "red flag" to us in 
rescue.  People value what they pay for.  
There are "bunchers" who gather FREE 
pets to sell to research.  FREE animals 
are taken to "blood" pit bulls - to train 
fighting dogs how to kill and enjoy it.  
Unspayed or unneutered purebred dogs 
may end up as "breeding stock" in a 
puppy mill.  "Collectors" watch the 
FREE TO A GOOD HOME ads, 
believing they are rescuing these 
animals.  More and more FREE pets 
come to them and the ones they have 
keep reproducing until the collectors are 
overwhelmed.  Collectors, or hoarders, 
are mentally ill but in the meantime 
their animals are the ones who suffer. 

Thus was Vaquita's case. Her plight, 
FREE TO A GOOD HOME, was on 
Craigslist, a major red flag.  But luckily 
she had been taken in as a stray by a 
good samaritan.  When SCR contacted 
this good samaritan on Craigslist and 
shared  how rescue works, that we spay/
neuter, do home visits, have contracts, 
and take our dogs back for a lifetime, 
Vaquita immediately became an SCR 
dog.  Our good samaritan said that 
several people had already called to 
take Vaquita and he would have them 
all call me.  Of course, not one call was 
made as now Vaquita was not FREE.

Within the hour we knew Vaquita was 
blind as SCR knows our breed.  This 
was not recognized by her previous 
owner (now known by us) nor her good 
samaritan rescuer.  She was born blind 

as diagnosed by Eye Care for Animals.  
Both her retinas were detached and she 
has holes in both optic nerves. But 
being blind from birth heightened all 
her other senses and to the regular 
observer she was a happy go lucky, 
affectionate, normal 1 year old collie. 

Vaquita means "little cow", a name 
given to her because of her unusual 
spotted coat.  After 5 months in rescue, 
vet checked, spayed and vaccinated, the 
right family called to meet her.  Vaquita 
now resides in Beverly Hills with Karen 
Carson, her 3 wonderful children and 
their rescue Spaniel, Buddy.  

FREE TO A GOOD HOME? No.  
Adopted with commitment by a 
GREAT HOME!

SCR Area Coordinator’s Reports

Willow

The Carsons with Vaquita

Vaquita
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The Marquez Family with their 2 
SCR collies, Cassie and C.J.

SCR fosterer, adopter, and regular 
donor, Terri Olson recently donated 
a vehicle through Cars 4 Causes. 
SCRÕs portion of the sale is $600.00 
and is very appreciated. Many 
thanks to Terri for her generous 
donation. 
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Chris Harmon
San Bernardino County

SCR  frequently  receives  e-mails to 
our website from shelter volunteers. 
Such was the case with Marco, when a 
volunteer from the Barstow Animal 
Shelter reported a Collie at great risk, 
with his time running out soon, and 
needed to be rescued. 

Our volunteer Jonathan Reiner and 
his friend Jamie Edwards were 
thankfully available to help,  and 
jumped in to make this very long drive 
to Barstow to save Marco.  Jonathan 
called on arriving at the shelter and 
reported it was love at first sight and 
this may very well be the Collie he had 
been waiting for.  So now Marco who 
turned out to be a very large oversized 
Sheltie, at 47 pounds,  has become a 
family member, with Jonathan, and 
Gracie, a pint sized Sheltie mix.  Thank 
you to both Jonathan and Jamie for 
saving Marco,  who is truly a perfect 
boy.

Also many thanks to our newest  
volunteer Stacey Kozak, who along 
with   Mark Allen, Shirley Chaney, 
Karen Widaman, and Kathlene Bautista 
help in so many ways at Collie Haven. 
Our Collies are brushed, walked,and  
photos taken.  Trooper always knows 
that Shirley comes with her special 
treats for him,and loves volunteer day.

Our caretakers Bret and Amilio have 
counted some 48 Collies that have come 
thru Collie Haven since they have 
joined our rescue.  That is a lot of 
Collies and a lot of work. We thank you 
and the Collies do too.

    Theresa Sanford
               LA-South Bay Area

We have 
finally begun 
construction on 
our addition 
and the yards 
(front and back) 
are a disaster 
zone at present. 
Additional 
collie foster 
homes will 
definitely be 
needed over the 
summer months 
as construction 
progresses. 

Our most recent rescues from the 
Southern California area: Mister Teddy, 
Monroe, Fendi (now Freddy), and 
Jillian were all adopted shortly after 
coming to SCR. Misty, rescued in 2005, 
has been retired due to her age and 
health and will remain with her foster 
mom, Marguerite, in Long Beach for 
the remainder of her Ògolden years.Ó 
Donations for her continuing care are 
greatly appreciated. 

However, Toby, a super-energetic 2 
year-old cutie, is still waiting for a 
home. HeÕs been to PetsmartÕs basic 
obedience school and responds well to 
most commands. Because of his age and 
energy level, heÕll need to be placed in a 
home with children over 5, and 
preferably with a companion dog of 
comparable size and activity level. This 
handsome and endearing collie is 
currently at Collie Haven in the 
company of Sarah, another high energy 
smoothie; this dynamic duo is becoming 
quite bonded and would do great in a 
home together. 

Additionally, SCR now has a new 
foster, Kathy McConn of Inglewood, to 
help here in the South Bay area.  
Thanks Kathy for opening your home 
and heart to Jillian!  

If you would like more information 
about adopting a collie or can provide 
temporary refuge to a rescue Collie (and 
experience the joys of fostering), please 
call 310-366-5573 or email me at: 
sciencelady@marykay.com.   

  

 

 Southland Collie Rescue once again 
participated in the All American Family 
Pet Expo held at the Orange County 
Fairgrounds in April.
  Thanks to all our volunteers for 
manning the booth for this 3 day event.  
Our collies brought in all the kids and 
were the superstars as always.

Marco

Jillian

Toby
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Roni (now Rollie the Collie) with 
Anne Schmid and neighbors

America's Family Pet Expo 
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ÒDid someone mention 
strawberry ice cream?Ó

Page 4

ItÕs a birthday party!

A real party animal!

Leila
ÒHappy Birthday!

ÒWhereÕs my cake?Ó

Rollie the Collie wishes 
SCR a happy 15th birthday

CJ and Cassie are in 
the mood to party!

The Wrench Collies are 
keeping a close eye on the 

treat jar

Southland Collie Rescue is 
celebrating its 15th year.

Southland Collie Rescue began in 1993 
due to the efforts of a core group of 

dedicated rescuers, and has since, with 
the help of many dedicated volunteers, 
donors, adopters, and foster families 

rescued over 2100 Collies.
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ÒThanks SCR!Ó

ÒIÕm so happy! I love birthdays!Ó
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PLAY BALL!
By Stephen Colley

    
    Collies arenÕt much on playing ball.  
Toss a ball and tell them to ÒFetch!Ó and 
theyÕll look at you in disbelief.  But our 
Freddy is quite different.  If thereÕs a 
ball around, heÕll fetch it unasked and 
then DEMAND that you play ball with 
him.  Why?  Probably because for years 
Freddy never even SAW a ball.  He 
rarely even saw his owner, went for 
walks or got any of the love, or even 
attention, for which he was desperate.
    His name was ÒFendiÓ then.  For 
three years, he lived outside in a 
cramped little concrete space, alone all 
night and almost all day.  Then, finally, 
a caring next-door neighbor  Ð bless 
her! Ð got FendiÕs owner to give him up.
    SCR LA-South Bay Area 
Coordinator Theresa Sanford hopped to 
it and arranged for Fendi to go to Center 
Sinai Vet Hospital, where he was 
checked out and spiffed up.  But where 
could Fendi go from there?  Insecure, 
uptight and untrained, a wild man on a 
leash Ð what home would take him, 
especially one with kids?

Where thereÕs a dog, thereÕs a way. 

    Enter Rachel Lipman, who had 
already adopted Boze, an elegant 
middle-aged collie, from SCR.  Rachel 
and her four kids  were all ready to give 
Boze some collie company by fostering 
Fendi.
    No way to evaluate Fendi first?  No 
problem!  Rachel was vacationing in 
Boston.  So, when she flew home, 
Rachel drove straight from the airport to 
meet LA-SFV Area Coordinator Karen 
Laramay at Center Sinai and take Fendi 
home.

    Now what would happen?  Karen 
feared that Fendi wouldnÕt last a night 
with Rachel.  Not that heÕd deliberately 
harm anyone.  No, heÕd just tromp all 
over the kids, trash the house or cold-
shoulder poor Boze.
    Well, Fendi lasted only one nightÉas 
a FOSTER dog.  The next day, Rachel 
called Karen.  The family LOVED 
Fendi and they wanted to adopt him, but 
could they change his name?  The next 
day, Fendi officially became Freddy.  
And everyone is living happily after.  
Boze and Freddy are big pals.  FreddyÕs 
learning the social graces.  And yes, he 
still loves to play ball.

Sir Push L’Amear
1997-2008

Deeply missed by Christopher, Kristin, 
Teddy, Shove and Tipsy

    I bury my nose in my CollieÕs paw 
and breathe deeply.  If love had a scent 
it would smell like this paw.  Strong but 
fragile, like him.  I have smelled his 
paw a million times before, seeking a 
pure comfort, but today will be the last 
time.  The vet has placed the I.V. and 
will inject the sleep.  I hold my Collie 
tightly.  Soon the vet whispers, HeÕs 
gone.  And I feel a slow, violent crack 
like ice breaking across a frozen lake.  
My magnificent Collie is gone.

In February, under the organization of 
our Area Coordinator, Linda Kratz, 
about 35 adopted SCR collies attended 
the San Diego Collie Club Specialty.  
Our rescue dogs were honored at lunch 
break as they paraded around the ring.  
We are hoping to attend this event again 
in November.  Thanks to Janine Walker-
Keith for making this possible and for 
the donation from the SDCC to SCR 
from the raffle proceeds. 

Collie Haven Wish List
The following items are in need at O’Neil’s Collie Haven to help with the care 
and comfort of the Collies residing there:  Office or inkjet mailing labels (1” by 2 
5/8”,  30 per sheet - Avery #8160);  Frontline Plus large breed;  Petco or 
Petsmart gift cards to keep the Collies supplied with treats; Missing Link 
powder; Cosequin DS Chewable Tablets; Rescue Fly Traps (disposable plastic 
bags that can be purchased at any hardware store); also needed is a large crate 
for transporting Collies..

All donations are greatly appreciated.

SCR Collie Round-up in October
Mike Harper of Orange County and 

his collie, Jack, will be organizing a fun, 
casual collie get together for anyone 
interested in meeting other adopters and 

showing off 
your rescue 
collies.  This 
is just in the 
beginning 
planning 
stages so 
more 
information 
will follow, 
If you have 
any ideas or 
would like to 

help, give 
Mike a call at (949) 244-0382 or email 
at: mharper@thetollroads.com.
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San Diego Collie Club 
Specialty
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Attention RALPHS Shoppers: Help Southland 
      Collie Rescue for FREE!
Did you know that every time you use your Ralph's Club 
card, you could help SCR save the lives of many more 
collies? RalphÕs Markets will donate to Southland Collie 
Rescue a percentage of your total grocery bill without 
costing you a penny! To sign up, visit the RalphÕs 
Community Contribution website at  www.ralphs.com/
ccprogram.htm  by September 1, 2008 to enroll (or re-
enroll) for the new term; itÕs that simple! For questions or 
enrollment assistance please email ralphs4scr@yahoo.com or 
call Kathy at 951-301-0591

*Your information is for RalphÕs verification purposes only, and 
will not be sold or used in any other way. Ralph's shoppers need 
to RE-ENROLL ANNUALLY in order to continue 
supporting SCR through the Community Contribution 
Program. Thank you for your continued support!

The Southland Collie News is made possible thanks to a 
team of SCR volunteers, who do the computer graphic 
design, writing, editing, photography, envelope stuffing, 
transportation, label printing, envelope labeling, bulk 
mailing; and Dennis and Bryan Hauge, of Stacey Hauge 
Printing, 28486 Westinghouse Place, Bldg. 10, Valencia, 
CA 91355-0929, (661) 294- 6545. For each issue, Stacey 
Hauge Printing generously donates printing of 1500 
copies, and charges SCR only for the paperÕs price. 

Extra Vehicles at Your House? 
Please Donate Your Car, Truck, 
RV or Boat to SCR! 
They handle all the paper-work, title change, free pick up, and 
sale of the car.  SCR receives
a donation, and you receive a tax deduction*! 
*Tax deduction under federal law operative 1/1/05 
is actual selling price of vehicle. 

1-800-766-2273 

Cars4 Causes
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The Southland Collie Newsletter was 
first published in 2001.  It is published 
in the Spring, Summer and Winter of 

each year.  

http://www.ralphs.com/ccprogram.htm
http://www.ralphs.com/ccprogram.htm
http://www.ralphs.com/ccprogram.htm
http://www.ralphs.com/ccprogram.htm
mailto:ralphs4scr@yahoo.com
mailto:ralphs4scr@yahoo.com

